menstrual irregularity are the symptoms that lead to referral to a gynaecologist, careful questioning usually reveals that indigestion mimicking a peptic ulcer and/or frequency and nocturia have been present some months before. On reaching gynaecological outpatient departments in the London area, about a third of ovarian malignancy cases have had a negative barium meal within the previous three months and others an indigestion mixture prescribed bytheir general practitioner. If the suspicion of ovarian neoplasm was entertained by GPs and physicians when a woman aged 35 + complained of peptic ulcer or unexplained
Book reviews
Placental Function Tests T Chard & A Klopper pp 94 DM42 Berlin: Springer-Verlag 1982 Assessment of the fetus in pregnancy has for two decades relied heavily on biochemical tests. Most of these measure some aspect of placental (or placental and fetal) metabolism, examining the catabolites in the mother's blood or urine. The results are then transferred mentally to be a measure of exchange, another completely different physiological function of the placenta. While there may be some relationship between the two, it is a variable one and we might do better to look further for tests of exchange at the placenta thus helping us to detect the fetus who will stand the stress of labour less well. For many obstetricians biochemical tests are now on the decline but their use will still continue throughout the world for many years. This book is written by two men who have each had an active part in the development of many of these tests. They are: however, still young enough to see the rise and fall of the measurement of placental products in their professional lifetimes. The book they have produced is good by several standards. There is a clear account of the physiology of fetal and placental production of hormones and their control mechanisms. It is not cluttered with technica'l matters or detail of the biochemistry. There is a good critical account of the assessment of the results of the tests, setting them in their clinical context for efficiency, frequency symptoms, at least some positive patients might be scanned earlier. Misdiagnosis in early stages of the disease has been noted to be the rule rather than the exception (Krayevskaya I S, 1951, Akusherstovo i ginekologiya 3, 15-21).
Possibly the indigestion and frequency symptomatology (cf. pregnancy) is a manifestation of an early hormonal change which precedes marked tumour enlargement. If so, then perhaps biochemical screening ultimately will be usefully combined with scanning. F ANN MUSSON 2 November 1982 sensitivity and specificity, so that predictive values can be derived. There follow chapters on each of the major groups of tests with a good account of the choice of the individual tests for a prediction of certain higher risk obstetric situations.
The book is small, inexpensive and well-written. It is recommended to all who use these tests and to those who are sitting for higher diplomas in obstetrics. It is one of the clearer accounts in this field of fetal and placental biochemistry.
GEOFFREY CHAMBERLAIN

Professor of Obstetrics & Gynaecology St George's Hospital Medical School, London
Under the Influence: A History of Nitrous Oxide and Oxygen Anaesthesia W D A Smith pp 188 £12.00 London: Macmillan Press 1982 Dr Smith does not disappoint us: his book on the history of nitrous oxide and oxygen anaesthesia will prove difficult to surpass. He has researched his subject with characteristic thoroughness following trails which led him into numerous libraries and to descendants of the pioneers to clarify elusive aspects of the field. • The book consists of articles which have been published previously (mostly in the British Journal of Anaesthesia) introduced by a preface which links them together into book form. The scene is set by explaining how the author's special interest in his subject developed, leading to researches and publication of the individual articles whose scope he outlines. The standard of writing is excellent, as is the overall production and printing, making the book a pleasure to read. Material covered includes extensive biographical information; details of the discovery, preparation, purification and storage of nitrous oxide; and development of apparatus, experiments, experiences and clinical applications in Europe and America from the 1770s to the 1950s. Many original works are quoted and exhaustive references are provided. There are copious illustrations of apparatus, photographs of individuals, reproductions of contemporary drawings, advertisements and even playbills. This is a book which the reader will enjoy returning to for reference and for pleasure. Every anaesthetist and those interested in medical history will not only savour reading this work but will wish to possess a copy themselves.
PENEWPE B HEWITT
Consultant Anaesthetist Guy's Hospital, London
Intensive Care. E Sherwood Jones (ed) pp 464 £24.95 Lancaster: MTP Press 1982 In this book are contributions by several authors about their own particular interest within intensive care. The opening chapters discuss aspects of intensive care such as intravenous feeding, immunology and infection which are common to many patients and these are a valuable introduction to the rest of the book. In the later chapters, guidance is available for most of the difficult clinical situations likely to be encountered, including some rarities such as tetanus and botulism, but there are no contributions on incipient renal failure or acute metabolic disturbances. The outline of the management of brain death and renal donation will be helpful to those who rarely meet these problems. .
Most chapters are well balanced reviews of their topic, but occasionally personal preference for a particular line of therapy comes through too strongly. Thus the chapter on shock lists dogmatically the steps to be followed in management, and this conflicts with the pattern of the rest of the book. The choice of subjects for inclusion is a little unusual, with a fairly lengthy chapter on the recovery room and chapters on the training of nurses and undergraduates in intensive care.
The book itself is well produced and contains few errors. Not everyone will agree with all the views expressed by the contributors, but that is inevitable. It is certainly worth reading by all those working in this field and merits a place in the intensive care unit's library.
J s GIBSON
Director of the Intensive Cure Unit & Consultant Anaesthetist, General Infirmary, Leeds
International Agency for Research on Cancer -Annual Report 1981 pp 166 Lyon: World Health Organization 1981 This is the last Annual Report of the Agency's first Director, Dr John Higginson. For that reason it pauses to summarize and to take stock of the work of the first 15 years of its existence. To a large extent the direction Of its research programmes has reflected the patterns of cancer studies of the late 60s and early 70s. It has fulfilled, however, its early aims to coordinate but not to replicate the work of national groups, and to 'stimulate efforts in more avant garde areas which are inadequately developed at the national level'.
Knowledge of environmental carcinogens has developed greatly in the lifetime of the Agency, in the fields of industrial and occupational hazards as well as 'lifestyle' (alcohol, smoking, diet, activities, etc.) , and the Agency will be found to have had a .hand in many of these developments. Its Division of Environmental Carcinogenesis -the Head of which, Dr Lorenzo Tomatis, is the Agency's new Director -is well-known for its series of 'orange books' on chemical carcinogenesis, now the most authoritative source for such information. It is well-known also for the work of its experimentalists in the mechanisms of carcinogenesis: chemical, viral, metabolic; and of mutagenic activity, promotional agents, tissue culture, etc. The Division of Epidemiology and Biostatistics has close contacts with cancer registries, of which the publication of the volumes of Cancer Incidence in Five Continents is an instance; it undertakes and collaborates extensively in many field programmes, on oesophagus, large bowel, liver, cervix, prostate, etc., and on alcohol, pesticides, man-made mineral fibres, etc. Furthermore, the Agency runs several teaching courses around the world, has a series of Training Fellowships and a large series of publications.
For a total income of just over US$lO million in the year under review, it represents an impressive achievement.
J A H WATERHOUSE
Director, Cancer Epidemiology Research Unit University of Birmingham
Lymphatics of the Heart. Albert J Miller pp 368 US$62.56 New York: Raven Press 1982 The lymphatics of the heart are a surprisingly neglected field in this much studied organ, and their possible importance in clinical heart disease is still debatable. Professor Miller, who is a Professor of Clinical Medicine, has been interested in the subject for some 30 years and his substantial and scholarly monograph provides a detailed account of the cardiac lymphatics from 16th century descriptions to his own considerable contributions to modern knowledge.
